
2013-‐2014	  Curriculum	  Nights	  
 
 

Welcome	  to	  EastLake	  
 
 
 
 



2012-‐2013	  	  
EastLake	  Highlights	  

v CST Growth  - 27 point gain in school API to 
872 

v Technology Upgrades and Integration 
v Additional School Programs 
v Curricular Shifts to Common Core 



Shifting	  the	  Focus:	  	  
	  

From	  the	  California	  STAR	  Test	  
to	  Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  

	  
http://vimeo.com/51933492	  

	  

Changing from the California Standards 
To the Common Core State Standards 



Testing	  1998	  -‐	  2014	  
v For over a decade, California has been taking the STAR 

Assessment:  
v CST – California Standards Test 
v CMA – California Modified Assessment 
v CAPA – California Alternative Performance Assessment 
v STS – Standards-Based Test in Spanish 

v STAR measured student progress on the state-adopted 
grade level standards  



End	  of	  STAR	  
v The California STAR Test will be given for the final time 

in Spring, 2014. 
 



Testing	  Beyond	  2014	  	  
v New curriculum has been adopted in California (and 

45 other states) 
v This curriculum is known as the Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) 
v In California (and 25 other states), a new test called 

the Smarter Balanced Assessment will be given to 
assess student performance 



“My	  child’s	  STAR	  test	  said	  
they	  were	  Advanced!	  	  How	  

come	  their	  	  Smarter	  Balanced	  
Assessment	  says	  my	  child	  is	  

Below	  Basic!?!”	  



Differences	  Between	  STAR	  and	  
Smarter	  Balanced	  Assessments	  

STAR Smarter Balanced 
v  Paper and Pencil Test 
v  Multiple Choice 
v  Non-Adaptive – all 

students will answer 
same questions in their 
test booklet 

v  Test requires a lower 
depth of knowledge to 
qualify a student as 
“proficient” 

v  Online Assessment 
v  Multiple Choice and Performance 

Tasks  
v  Computer-Adaptive – students will 

answer different questions 
according to their ability level as 
measured by the computer 

v  Test requires a higher depth of 
knowledge to qualify a student as 
“proficient” 



What	  is	  meant	  by	  
“Depth	  of	  Knowledge”?	  

	  
“(DoK)”?	  





Differences	  in	  Test	  Item	  Difficulty	  
STAR Smarter Balanced 

v 70% of CST questions 
measured students at 
DoK Level 1 

v 30% of CST questions 
measured students at 
DoK Level 2 

v 20% of Smarter Balanced 
questions will measure 
students at DoK Level 1 & 2 

v 49% of Smarter Balanced 
questions will measure 
students at DoK Level 3 

v 31% of Smarter Balanced 
questions will measure 
students at DoK Level 4  



STAR	  Sample	  Test	  Item	  
English / Language Arts, 

 Grade 5 
Mathematics,  

Grade 5 

DoK at Low Level!  DoK at Low Level!  



Smarter	  Balanced	  Sample	  Test	  Item	  
English	  /	  Language	  Arts	  

What grade level?  

DoK is high! 



4	  Grade Level: 



How	  can	  you	  help	  your	  child	  in	  
literacy?	  

v Ask	  your	  child	  specific	  questions	  about	  what	  they	  read.	  

v Encourage	  children	  to	  read,	  then	  write	  and	  speak	  about,	  
nonfiction	  text	  such	  as	  newspapers,	  magazines,	  and	  
biographies.	  

v Encourage	  children	  to	  research	  topics	  of	  interest	  and	  read	  
series	  that	  relate	  to	  a	  central	  topic.	  

v Have	  your	  child	  follow	  step	  by	  step	  instructions	  or	  a	  set	  of	  
directions	  in	  order	  to	  accomplish	  a	  task,	  such	  as	  building	  a	  
sandcastle	  or	  operating	  a	  game.	  	  



Smarter	  Balanced	  Sample	  Test	  Item	  
Mathematics	  

What grade level?  

DoK is high! 



4	  Grade Level: 



How	  can	  you	  help	  your	  child	  
in	  math?	  

v Help	  children	  practice	  their	  addition,	  subtraction,	  
multiplication	  and	  division	  facts.	  

v  Encourage	  children	  not	  to	  give	  up	  while	  solving	  problems,	  to	  
build	  stamina	  and	  develop	  their	  critical	  thinking	  skills.	  Don’t	  
give	  them	  the	  answers	  -‐	  ask	  them	  to	  think	  of	  different	  ways	  they	  
can	  solve	  problems.	  

v Have	  children	  illustrate	  the	  math	  they	  were	  thinking	  in	  their	  
head	  and	  discuss	  it	  out	  loud.	  

v Have	  children	  apply	  their	  math	  knowledge	  to	  a	  real-‐world	  
scenario	  at	  home,	  such	  as	  doubling	  a	  recipe	  or	  calculating	  the	  
area	  of	  a	  room.	  	  



What	  States	  Can	  Expect	  
v During the 2011-12 school year, the state of 

Kentucky shifted from using their state 
assessment of past years to a CCSS-based 
assessment… 
v  In Elementary grades, their state average ELA 

scores dropped from 76% to 48%. 
v  In Elementary grades, their state average 

Math scores dropped from 73% to 40%. 
v Middle grades showed similar drops. 



How	  EastLake	  and	  CVESD	  are	  Supporting	  
the	  Transition	  

v Professional development for principals and 
teachers 

v Training for parents 
v Utilizing computers for adaptive testing 
v Aligning benchmarks to Common Core 
v Aligning Local Measures assessments to 

Common Core 



Local	  Measures	  
v Local Measures is a CCSS-based 

assessment given by the District 
v Local Measures performance results for 

students are typically lower than their STAR 
performance results 

v Overall, CVESD Local Measures testing data 
shows proficiency drops similar to the 
Kentucky state testing data 



District	  STAR	  and	  LM	  Data	  
District STAR 2012 District Local Measures 2013 
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But	  my	  Child	  Scored	  Proficient…	  

v On STAR, a child can answer at a DoK 1 Level of 
Understanding and score “Proficient”. 

v On Smarter Balanced, students will have to be better at: 
v Performing Analysis on Multiple Pieces of Info 
v Making Connections between Concepts 
v Reasoning, Justifying and Critiquing 
v Applying their Understanding to Perform Tasks 

                     …in order to be “Proficient”. 



A	  Shift	  in	  Curriculum	  
v To assist students in preparing for the rigorous 

Smarter Balanced Assessments coming in 2014–
15, EastLake will strive to: 
v  Increase the rigor of instruction to match the rigor 

of CCSS 
v Focus on deepening understanding of concepts 

within CCSS 
v Ensure that student technological abilities are at 

the level needed for computer-based testing 



Additional	  Resources	  
v  Council	  of	  the	  Great	  City	  Schools	  Parent	  Roadmaps:	  
v  Math	  
v  	  	  	  	  	  	  http://www.cgcs.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=244	  
v  ELA	  /	  Literacy	  	  
v  	  	  	  	  	  	  http://www.cgcs.org/Page/328	  
v  National	  Parent	  Teachers	  Association	  (PTA)	  

v  http://pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583	  
v  Achieve	  the	  Core	  
v  	  	  	  	  	  www.achievethecore.org	  
v  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  Text	  	  Exemplars	  
v  	  	  	  	  	  http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf	  

25	  



Questions?	  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s great to be an EastLake Eagle! 
THANK YOU 

 
 
 
  


